
SCRUTINY COMMITTEE
23 May 2017

PRINCES PARK

Ward: Brent

  
1.   The Chairman of the Committee has requested an update on the Lease and 

Service Level Agreements between the Council and Dartford F.C. (1992) 
Limited (“Dartford Football Club”). 

2. RECOMMENDATION
    That the contents of the report be noted.

3. Background and Discussion

3.1 The Lease for Dartford Football Club (covering the whole of Princes 
Park with the exception of the mini pitches) was completed on 19 
March 2012.The Lease commenced on 1 February 2009, as the term 
was backdated, and the Lease will expire on 31 January 2034.

3.2 The initial Service Level Agreement (SLA) for community facilities 
(excluding the mini pitches) with the Dartford Football Club was 
completed at the same time as the Lease in March 2012. The initial 
SLA was for the period from February 2009 to March 2012. A further 
five year agreement was then completed which came to an end in 
March 2017. There are ongoing discussions with the Dartford Football 
Club on the possibility of a further SLA.

3.3 The terms of the grant funding from the Football Foundation, which 
was used to partly fund the build of the mini pitches, require the 
Council to account for all income and expenditure in connection with 
the pitches. The mini-pitches have been operated and managed by the 
Dartford Football Club but as a result of the grant funding conditions 
were not included within the area leased to the Club. A separate SLA 
was therefore required in order to regulate this arrangement. The initial 
SLA for the mini pitches was completed on 5 September 2011 and was 
for a term for one year. The SLA was extended for a further year on the 
same terms. A three year agreement was then completed, again on 
similar terms, which came to an end in March 2017. There are ongoing 
discussions with the Dartford Football Club on the possibility of a 
further SLA

3.4 In 2008/9 Council’s costs attributable to Princes Park was £158,000. 
The grant payable to Dartford Football Club in 2016/17 was £90,000. 
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3.5 The net income from the mini pitches has improved year on year and 
the figure for the year 2016/17 is £48,622 compared with the same 
period in 2015/16 of £40,355.

3.6 The update report for 2016/17 from Dartford Football Club is attached 
as Appendix A.

4   Relationship to the Corporate Plan

HW2 Increase the opportunities for participating in sporting, cultural 
and leisure opportunities

5 Financial, legal, staffing and other administrative implications and risk 
assessments

Financial Implications None specifically from this report

Legal Implications None specifically from this report

Staffing Implications None

Administrative Implications None 

Risk Assessment None specifically from this report

6. Details of Exempt Information Category

Not applicable

7. Appendices

Appendix A – Dartford Football Club Report 2016/17
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